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Dr J Conant President Harvard University 

Boston

• Called a meeting in 1939 at 

the outbreak of the war to get 

an agreement to send a 

medical mission to Britain 

given the success of the 

collaboration during the first 

world war.

• He enlisted the help of 

Professor Reginald Linstead of 

the Harvard Chemistry Dept. 

who was due to return to 

Britain ,to find out what sort of 

mission the British government 

would like.



Ministry of health

• Linstead warmly received

• Governments main concern: the possibility of epidemics 

from infectious diseases

• Dr John Gordon Professor of Epidemiology at Harvard 

School of Public Health invited to visit. He reached 

London August 13th 1940.

• Harnham Hill in a village above Salisbury suitable site for 

a hospital

• Began recruiting staff.



Dr John Gordon Professor of 

epidemiology in Harvard School of 

Public Health and his team

• Patricia Clarke Chief 

Nurse

• Dr John E Gordon 

Director

• Dr Gerald House 

Superintendent 

• Bruce Smith of the 

American Red Cross 



Dr Paul Beeson selected as Chief Physician. He 

had just finished Chief Residency at Peter Bent 

Brigham Hospital, Boston



• Dr Beeson carried on his duties until Spring1942 
when the Americans entered the war and the 5th 
Army took over.

• He returned to take up a position as associate 
professor at Emory University  in Atlanta .

• He was accompanied by his English wife.

• Paul Beeson returned  England to become the 
Nuffield Professor of Medicine at Oxford

• He received an honorary knighthood for his 
services



Harvard trainer over the Harvard 

hospital



5th Army take over.



The 5th General Unit moved to 

Salisbury in 1943

158th General hospital Odstock



Robert M Zollinger MD

teacher, surgeon, soldier, farmer.
• Interned at Peter Bent Brigham 

Hospital Boston

• Joined American army 1941

• Major then colonel of 5th

General Hospital in command 
of unit in Salisbury

• After the war Professor of 
Surgery at Ohio State 
University

• With Ellison(1955) discovered 
link with Malignant Gastrinoma 
of Pancreas with Intractable 
peptic ulceration.



Dr Richard Warren MD

• Chief resident Peter Bent 
Brigham till1938

• 1942 Joined “Harvard Medical 
Unit” as captain rising to 
Colonel in Salisbury

• After the war became Chief of 
surgical Service Veterans 
Administration Hospital

• Joined staff of Peter Bent 
Brigham (later Brigham and 
Women’s )

• Appointed Professor of 
Surgery at Harvard Medical 
School



Professor Richard Warren

• Played a major role in Treatment and care 
of soldiers at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital  in which helped to revolutionise 
the staffing and quality of care up to the 
Standard of the finest University Hospitals

• A “commander of the ship” intolerant of 
unnecessary delay.

• Considered to be the model for one of the 
characters in M.A.S.H.



Richard Warren outside 8068 in 

North Korea 1952 reputed to be the 

inspiration for M.A.S.H



Harvard Common Cold Research 

Unit Salisbury
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